H.R.658

One Nundred Thoelfth Congress
of the
Mnited States of America

AT THE SECOND SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Tuesday,
the third day of January, two thousand and twelve

An Arct

To amend title 49, United States Code, to authorize appropriations for the Federal
Aviation Administration for fiscal years 2011 through 2014, to streamline pro-
grams, create efficiencies, reduce waste, and improve aviation safety and capacity,
to provide stable funding for the national aviation system, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as the “FAA Mod-
ernization and Reform Act of 2012”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents for this Act
is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Amendments to title 49, United States Code.
Sec. 3. Effective date.
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Subtitle C—Fees for FAA Services
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Sec. 133. Recycling plans for airports.

Sec. 134. Contents of competition plans.

Sec. 135. Grant assurances.

Sec. 136. Agreements granting through-the-fence access to general aviation air-
ports.

Sec. 137. Government share of project costs.
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Sec. 141. Special apportionment rules.
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Use of apportioned amounts.
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Contract tower program.
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Definitions.
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Clarification to acquisition reform authority.

Assistance to foreign aviation authorities.
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Public-private partnerships.
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TITLE III—SAFETY

Subtitle A—General Provisions

Judicial review of denial of airman certificates.

Release of data relating to abandoned type certificates and supplemental
type certificates.

Design and production organization certificates.

Cabin crew communication.

Line check evaluations.

Safety of air ambulance operations.

Prohibition on personal use of electronic devices on flight deck.

Inspection of repair stations located outside the United States.
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Subtitle B—Unmanned Aircraft Systems
Definitions.
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Integration of civil unmanned aircraft systems into national airspace sys-
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Subtitle C—Safety and Protections
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Essential air service eligibility.
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Adjustments to compensation for significantly increased costs.

Essential air service contract guidelines.

Essential air service reform.

Small community air service.

Repeal of essential air service local participation program.

Extension of final order establishing mileage adjustment eligibility.

TITLE V—ENVIRONMENTAL STREAMLINING

Overflights of national parks.

State block grant program.

Airport funding of special studies or reviews.

Grant eligibility for assessment of flight procedures.

Determination of fair market value of residential properties.
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Sense of Congress.

Aviation noise complaints.

Pilot program for zero-emission airport vehicles.

Increasing the energy efficiency of airport power sources.

TITLE VI—FAA EMPLOYEES AND ORGANIZATION

Federal Aviation Administration personnel management system.
Presidential rank award program.
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“(ii) the scheduled destination of the flight;

“(iii) the date and time of the flight;

“(iv) the airport to which the flight was diverted,;

“(v) wheels-on time at the diverted airport;

“(vi) the time, if any, passengers deplaned the
aircraft at the diverted airport; and

“(vii) if the flight arrives at the scheduled destina-
tion airport—

“I) the gate-departure time at the diverted
airport;
“(II) the wheels-off time at the diverted air-
port;
“(III) the wheels-on time at the scheduled
arrival airport; and
“(IV) the gate-arrival time at the scheduled
arrival airport.
“(B) For flights cancelled after gate departure—
“(1) the flight number of the cancelled flight;
“(ii) the scheduled origin and destination airports
of the cancelled flight;
“(iii) the date and time of the cancelled flight;
1 “(iv) the gate-departure time of the cancelled flight;
an
“(v) the time the aircraft returned to the gate.
“(4) PUBLICATION.—The Secretary shall compile the
information provided in the monthly reports filed pursuant
to paragraph (1) in a single monthly report and publish such
report on the Internet Web site of the Department of Transpor-
tation.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Beginning not later than 90 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Transportation
shall require monthly reports pursuant to the amendment made
by subsection (a).

SEC. 403. MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter 417 is amended
by adding at the end the following:

“§41724. Musical instruments

“(a) IN GENERAL.—

“(1) SMALL INSTRUMENTS AS CARRY-ON BAGGAGE.—An air
carrier providing air transportation shall permit a passenger
to carry a violin, guitar, or other musical instrument in the
aircraft cabin, without charging the passenger a fee in addition
to any standard fee that carrier may require for comparable
carry-on baggage, if—

“(A) the instrument can be stowed safely in a suitable
baggage compartment in the aircraft cabin or under a
passenger seat, in accordance with the requirements for
carriage of carry-on baggage or cargo established by the
Administrator; and

“(B) there is space for such stowage at the time the
passenger boards the aircraft.

“(2) LARGER INSTRUMENTS AS CARRY-ON BAGGAGE.—An air
carrier providing air transportation shall permit a passenger
to carry a musical instrument that is too large to meet the
requirements of paragraph (1) in the aircraft cabin, without
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charging the passenger a fee in addition to the cost of the

additional ticket described in subparagraph (E), if—

“(A) the instrument is contained in a case or covered
so as to avoid injury to other passengers;

“(B) the weight of the instrument, including the case
or covering, does not exceed 165 pounds or the applicable
weight restrictions for the aircraft;

“(C) the instrument can be stowed in accordance with
the requirements for carriage of carry-on baggage or cargo
established by the Administrator;

“(D) neither the instrument nor the case contains any
object not otherwise permitted to be carried in an aircraft
calc:iin because of a law or regulation of the United States;
an

“(E) the passenger wishing to carry the instrument
in the aircraft cabin has purchased an additional seat
to accommodate the instrument.

“(3) LARGE INSTRUMENTS AS CHECKED BAGGAGE.—An air
carrier shall transport as baggage a musical instrument that
is the property of a passenger traveling in air transportation
that may not be carried in the aircraft cabin if—

“(A) the sum of the length, width, and height measured
in inches of the outside linear dimensions of the instrument
(including the case) does not exceed 150 inches or the
applicable size restrictions for the aircraft;

“B) the weight of the instrument does not exceed
165 pounds or the applicable weight restrictions for the
aircraft; and

“(C) the instrument can be stowed in accordance with
the requirements for carriage of carry-on baggage or cargo
established by the Administrator.

“(b) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 2 years after the date of
enactment of this section, the Secretary shall issue final regulations
to carry out subsection (a).

“(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The requirements of this section shall
become effective on the date of issuance of the final regulations
under subsection (b).”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The analysis for such sub-
chapter is amended by adding at the end the following:

“41724. Musical instruments.”.

SEC. 404. EXTENSION OF COMPETITIVE ACCESS REPORTS.

Section 47107(s)(3) is amended to read as follows:
“(3) SUNSET PROVISION.—This subsection shall cease to be
effective beginning October 1, 2015.”.

SEC. 405. AIRFARES FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) the Armed Forces is comprised of approximately
1,450,000 members who are stationed on active duty at more
than 6,000 military bases in 146 different countries;

(2) the United States is indebted to the members of the
Armed Forces, many of whom are in grave danger due to
their engagement in, or exposure to, combat;

(3) military service, especially in the current war against
terrorism, often requires members of the Armed Forces to be
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